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be consummated without the intervention of the English am-
bassadors in France, who persuaded the Rochellese not to insist
on certain demands. They agreed,, but made it clear that having
yielded to English mediation they would expect Charles I to
preserve their liberties in the future. Hence the momentary
cessation of the Huguenot war did not improve Anglo-French
relations. Charles was dissatisfied because in the treaty he
had desired open acknowledgement of his position as mediator
and because he expected Louis to share equally with him the
burden of the war in Germany. On the contrary France made
peace with Spain in April 1626, and all hope of an Anglo-
French alliance against the Habsburgs had to be abandoned.
This happened just at a time when the protestant cause in
Germany reached its naclir and Mansfeld's defeat at the Bridge
of Dessau and Christian IV's at Luttcr left no organized army
to continue the struggle against the forces of the counter-refor-
mation. While these grave issues were at stake Anglo-French
relations were further disturbed by Charles's expulsion of the
French attendants of Henrietta Maria? by newseizures of French
ships* and by an embargo on English ships in French ports.
Thus the two countries drifted into war.
The year 1627 saw the preparation of a large armament at
Portsmouth. To the miserable survivors of the Cadiz expedi-
tion were now added more pressed men, and eventually about
6,000 foot were assembled, Buckingham's instructions defined
the objects of his expedition as the defence of English commerce
and the destruction or capture of the ships of France or Spain;
the convoy to La Rochelle of regiments to garrison that city
if the citizens thought the danger of possible attack from Louis
sufficient to justify their reception; the assertion of English
supremacy at sea along the French coast; and the interruption
of Spanish trade between Flanders and the West Indies.1 The
expedition duly arrived at the Isle of Re, just off La Rochelle,,
but found the Rochellese very unwilling to cast in their
lot with their would-be deliverers, so that only a few score
joined Buckingham's force. The fortress on the island, St
Martin, was ably defended, and before starvation compelled
surrender Richelieu had collected an army on the mainland
and transported much of it to the island. Fearing to be crushed
between the besieged and their relievers Buckingham set out
1 Gardiner, vi. 170*